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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to systematically map the evolution and intellectual structure of development 

administration research through a comprehensive bibliometric analysis. Using data retrieved from 

the Scopus database, this research analyzes scholarly publications spanning the period from 2000 

to 2025. The study employs quantitative bibliometric techniques, including performance analysis 

and science mapping, supported by visualization tools such as VOSviewer and Biblioshiny. Key 

indicators examined include publication trends, citation patterns, leading authors, influential 

journals, institutional contributions, and international collaboration networks.The findings reveal 

a significant growth in development administration research, particularly after 2015, reflecting 

increased global attention to governance, sustainability, and public sector innovation. Thematic 

analysis identifies several dominant research clusters, including digital governance, sustainable 

development, public service delivery, and collaborative governance. Furthermore, the results 

highlight a shift from traditional bureaucratic models toward more participatory, adaptive, and 

technology-driven administrative approaches.This study also uncovers emerging research 

frontiers, such as the integration of artificial intelligence in public administration, smart 

governance, and resilience-oriented development policies. In terms of geographical distribution, 

developed countries dominate scholarly output; however, contributions from developing regions 

are steadily increasing. The study contributes to the literature by providing a comprehensive 

overview of the knowledge landscape and identifying future research directions. The findings are 

expected to support policymakers, academics, and practitioners in understanding the trajectory of 

development administration and in formulating evidence-based public policies. 

Keywords: Development Administration:Bibliometric Analysis:Public Governance;Sustainable 

Development                                                               
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A. INTRODUCTION 

Development administration represents a crucial branch of public administration that focuses on 

improving societal welfare through policies, programs, and institutional innovations. In the global context, 

development dynamics have undergone significant transformation driven by globalization, technological 

advancement, and increasing governance complexity. Governments are no longer limited to regulatory roles 

but have evolved into facilitators and enablers of sustainable development. This transformation has led to 

the emergence of adaptive and collaborative approaches in development administration. Furthermore, the 

paradigm shift from government to governance has strengthened the involvement of multiple stakeholders 

in development processes. These changes have positioned development administration as a continuously 

evolving academic and practical field. Consequently, there is a growing need to systematically map its 

intellectual development. Bibliometric analysis offers a robust method to achieve this objective (Pini et al., 

2026). 

The rapid advancement of information and communication technologies has significantly 

influenced development administration practices, particularly in enhancing efficiency and 

transparency in public service delivery. Digital transformation has given rise to concepts such as 

e-government and digital governance, which are increasingly dominant in contemporary public 

administration literature. These technological advancements have facilitated cross-sector 

integration and increased citizen participation in decision-making processes. Moreover, emerging 

technologies such as big data and artificial intelligence are being integrated into public policy 

processes. This indicates that development administration is closely intertwined with technological 

innovation. The increasing number of scholarly publications on digital governance reflects its 

growing importance. This trend highlights the expanding research focus on technology-driven 

public administration (Smagulova et al., 2025). 

In response to increasingly complex development challenges, collaborative approaches 

such as public-private partnerships (PPP) have gained prominence in development administration 

practices. PPP is not only utilized as a financing mechanism but also as an innovative strategy to 

enhance public service effectiveness. Collaboration among governments, private sectors, and civil 

society is essential for achieving sustainable development goals. Within academic literature, PPP 

has emerged as a central theme in modern public administration studies. This development reflects 
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a shift from hierarchical bureaucratic models to network-based governance approaches. 

Additionally, PPP contributes to strengthening governance structures and policy innovation. 

Therefore, a bibliometric approach is necessary to systematically map the evolution of such 

collaborative frameworks (Bramantyo et al., 2025). 

Sustainability has become a central issue in development administration, particularly with 

the global adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Governments are required to 

integrate economic, social, and environmental dimensions into their policy frameworks. This shift 

has encouraged the adoption of more holistic and long-term approaches to development 

administration. Furthermore, sustainability is closely linked to technological innovation and 

effective governance systems. Previous studies indicate that the integration of sustainability and 

technology is essential for creating public value. As a result, development administration research 

has become increasingly multidisciplinary. Bibliometric analysis is therefore essential to identify 

patterns and trends in sustainability-related research (Pini et al., 2026). 

Transparency and accountability are fundamental principles in modern development 

administration. Governments are increasingly required to build public trust through transparent 

and accountable governance practices. This demand is aligned with rising public expectations 

regarding the quality of public services. In academic discourse, transparency and accountability 

are often associated with policy effectiveness and organizational performance. Numerous studies 

highlight their importance in strengthening governance frameworks. Additionally, digital 

technologies have enhanced the implementation of transparency initiatives in public institutions. 

As such, bibliometric analysis can provide insights into the relationship between transparency, 

accountability, and development outcomes (Nunes et al., 2021). 

Bibliometric methods have become increasingly popular in analyzing the development of 

scientific knowledge, including in the field of development administration. This approach enables 

researchers to identify publication trends, collaboration networks, and the intellectual structure of 

a research domain. By utilizing tools such as VOSviewer and Biblioshiny, bibliometric analysis 

can generate comprehensive and visually informative data representations. Furthermore, it helps 

in identifying emerging research themes and knowledge gaps. In public administration studies, 

bibliometric analysis is widely used to evaluate research performance and thematic evolution. This 
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makes it an essential tool in contemporary academic research. Its application also contributes to 

shaping future research agendas (Judijanto et al., 2024). 

In recent years, the use of big data in development administration has significantly 

increased. Big data enables governments to make more accurate and evidence-based decisions. It 

also plays a crucial role in environmental monitoring and policy evaluation processes. The 

integration of big data reflects a broader shift toward data-driven governance models. This 

transformation enhances the effectiveness and responsiveness of development policies. 

Bibliometric studies indicate that big data is one of the fastest-growing topics in public 

administration research. Therefore, further analysis is required to understand its contributions to 

development outcomes (Lubis et al., 2025). 

Despite the significant growth in development administration research, comprehensive 

studies that map its intellectual structure and research trends remain limited. Most existing studies 

focus on specific themes such as digital governance or sustainability without integrating these 

perspectives into a unified framework. This limitation results in a fragmented understanding of the 

field’s development. Additionally, disparities in research output between developed and 

developing countries pose further challenges. Therefore, a comprehensive bibliometric study is 

needed to provide a global overview of development administration research. Such an approach 

can help address existing gaps in the literature and offer a more holistic understanding (Hamblin 

et al., 2024). 

Based on the above discussion, this study aims to map the evolution of development 

administration research using a bibliometric approach. It seeks to analyze publication trends, 

collaboration networks, and major research themes within the field. Additionally, the study aims 

to identify emerging research directions that are relevant to global development challenges. By 

utilizing data from the Scopus database, this research is expected to contribute significantly to the 

advancement of public administration knowledge. The findings will provide valuable insights for 

academics, policymakers, and practitioners. Ultimately, this study highlights the strategic 

importance of bibliometric analysis in understanding the trajectory of development administration 

research (Hamblin et al., 2024). 
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B.RESEARCH METHOD 

This study employs a quantitative research design using a bibliometric analysis approach 

to examine the development of research in development administration. Bibliometric analysis is 

recognized as an effective method for evaluating scientific publications, identifying research 

trends, and mapping the intellectual structure of a particular field. The data were collected from 

the Scopus database due to its comprehensive coverage of high-quality peer-reviewed journals. 

The search was conducted using the keywords “development administration,” “public 

administration development,” and “governance and development” within the title, abstract, and 

keywords. The study limited the dataset to publications from 2000 to 2025, focusing on articles 

and review papers written in English within the subject areas of social sciences and management. 

The data selection process followed the PRISMA framework to ensure transparency and 

methodological rigor. This process involved four stages: identification, screening, eligibility, and 

inclusion. Initially, all relevant documents were identified from the database and duplicates were 

removed. Subsequently, titles and abstracts were screened to exclude irrelevant studies. The 

remaining articles were then assessed for eligibility based on their relevance to development 

administration. Finally, only publications that met all inclusion criteria were selected for further 

analysis, ensuring the reliability and validity of the dataset. 

The analysis was conducted using VOSviewer to perform science mapping and visualize 

relationships among authors, keywords, and publications. The study applied performance analysis 

to evaluate publication trends, citation patterns, and leading contributors, while co-occurrence and 

co-authorship analyses were used to identify thematic structures and collaboration networks. 

Threshold values were applied to filter significant data, ensuring meaningful visualization results. 

This methodological approach provides a comprehensive understanding of the evolution and 

research landscape of development administration. Bibliometric methods have proven to be 

reliable in mapping scientific knowledge and identifying emerging research trends in various 

disciplines (Donthu et al., 2021). 
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Figure 1 Conceptual Framework of Bibliometric Analysis in Development Administration 

Research 

Figure 1 illustrates the conceptual framework of the study used to analyze the development 

of development administration research through a bibliometric approach. The process begins with 

the collection of scientific publication data sourced from the Scopus database within a specific 

time range (2015–2025). The data then undergo a selection process using the PRISMA approach 

to ensure that only relevant and high-quality articles are included in the analysis. This stage is 

crucial for maintaining the validity and reliability of the research data. After the selection process, 

the refined dataset is prepared for further analysis using bibliometric methods. 

Furthermore, the figure presents the analytical stages carried out using VOSviewer, which 

produces various types of visualizations such as network, overlay, and density maps. This analysis 

includes the identification of publication trends, author collaboration networks, and keyword 
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relationships that reflect the intellectual structure of development administration research. The 

results are then interpreted to identify major themes, research development patterns, and existing 

research gaps. In the final stage, the study provides recommendations and future research 

directions that can be utilized by academics and policymakers to advance development 

administration studies in a more comprehensive and data-driven manner. 

C. RESEARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 Research Results 

The network visualization generated using VOSviewer in the study “A Bibliometric 

Review of Development Administration: Trends, Networks, and Emerging Research 

Agendas in Public Sector Governance” reveals a structured pattern of relationships among 

keywords in global development administration literature. The analysis identifies two dominant 

clusters interconnected through a central node, “governance,” which functions as a conceptual 

bridge linking traditional and emerging research themes. On the left side of the network, a red 

cluster is observed, consisting of keywords such as “development administration,” “public policy,” 

“bureaucracy,” “institutional capacity,” and “public service delivery.” These nodes are closely 

interconnected, indicating strong co-occurrence and reflecting the classical focus of development 

administration on governance structures, policy implementation, and administrative performance. 

The density and proximity of these keywords suggest a well-established body of literature 

grounded in institutional and bureaucratic perspectives within the public sector. 

Conversely, the right side of the network is dominated by a green cluster that includes 

keywords such as “digital governance,” “e-government,” “sustainability,” “smart governance,” 

and “public sector innovation.” This cluster reflects a significant shift in contemporary research 

toward digital transformation and sustainable governance practices. Compared to the red cluster, 

the nodes in this group appear more dispersed, indicating relatively newer but rapidly expanding 

areas of study. The connections between the red and green clusters are moderately strong, 

suggesting an increasing integration between traditional administrative systems and emerging 

digital and sustainability-oriented approaches. Overall, the network visualization demonstrates the 
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transformation of development administration research from conventional bureaucratic paradigms 

toward more adaptive, technology-driven, and innovation-oriented governance frameworks. 

The overlay visualization further illustrates the temporal evolution of research topics from 

earlier to more recent periods. Keywords represented in red and orange tones, such as 

“development administration,” “bureaucracy,” “public policy,” and “institutional capacity,” 

indicate foundational research themes that dominated the field in earlier years. These themes 

formed the conceptual basis of development administration studies. In contrast, keywords shown 

in green and yellow tones, including “digital governance,” “e-government,” “sustainable 

development,” “collaborative governance,” and “innovation,” represent more recent developments 

that have gained prominence in the last decade. The central “governance” node serves as a 

connecting element that highlights the transition from traditional administrative approaches to 

more dynamic and participatory governance models. This visualization clearly indicates that 

development administration research has evolved toward embracing digitalization, sustainability, 

and multi-stakeholder collaboration. 

The density visualization reinforces these findings by illustrating the intensity of keyword 

occurrences across the research landscape. Areas highlighted in bright red and yellow are 

concentrated around keywords such as “development administration,” “public policy,” and 

“governance,” indicating their continued dominance in the literature. Meanwhile, keywords such 

as “digital governance,” “e-government,” and “sustainability” appear in green to light-yellow 

shades, reflecting emerging but rapidly growing areas of research. Transitional keywords such as 

“innovation,” “collaborative governance,” and “public sector reform” appear in intermediate 

colors, suggesting their role in bridging traditional and modern research paradigms. This pattern 

confirms that while digital and sustainability-oriented approaches are expanding, the core 

foundation of development administration research remains rooted in governance, policy, and 

institutional performance. 

The bibliometric findings demonstrate a clear trajectory in global development 

administration research. The field exhibits both continuity and transformation: continuity in its 

strong emphasis on governance, policy implementation, and institutional effectiveness, and 

transformation through the integration of digital technologies, sustainability frameworks, and 
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collaborative governance approaches. These findings highlight significant opportunities for future 

research, particularly in integrating traditional administrative principles with emerging 

technologies such as artificial intelligence, big data analytics, and smart governance systems to 

enhance public sector performance and development outcomes. 

 

Figure 2 Network Visualization of Keyword Co-occurrence in Development Administration 

Research 

Figure 2 presents a network visualization generated using VOSviewer, illustrating the co-

occurrence relationships among keywords in development administration research. In this 

visualization, each node represents a keyword, while the connecting lines indicate the strength of 

relationships between topics. The size of each node reflects the frequency of its occurrence in the 

dataset, meaning that larger nodes represent more dominant research themes. The keyword 

“governance” appears as the central node with extensive connections to other terms, highlighting 

its pivotal role in shaping the discourse of development administration. This indicates that 

governance remains a core concept linking various dimensions of public sector research. 
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On the left side of the visualization, the red cluster is dominated by keywords such as 

“public administration,” “government,” “implementation,” “economic development,” 

“participation,” and “infrastructure.” This cluster represents the traditional perspective of 

development administration, focusing on the role of government, policy implementation 

processes, and economic and institutional development. The dense interconnections among these 

nodes suggest a well-established and mature body of literature. Additionally, the presence of 

keywords such as “poverty,” “human development,” and “public governance” reinforces the 

emphasis on social welfare and development outcomes within classical public administration 

studies. 

On the right side, the green cluster reflects more recent and emerging research trends, 

including keywords such as “bibliometric analysis,” “publication,” “research trend,” 

“collaboration,” and “SDGs.” This cluster indicates a shift toward meta-analysis, global research 

collaboration, and the integration of sustainability and data-driven approaches in development 

administration. The connections between the red and green clusters demonstrate an ongoing 

integration between traditional governance frameworks and modern analytical and technological 

approaches. Furthermore, bridging nodes such as “change” and “SDGs” signify a transition toward 

more adaptive, collaborative, and innovation-oriented governance models in the public sector. 



Musdalifa 

 

Meraja Journal                             Vol.9,No.1,2026                                       Page | 134  

 

 

Figure 3 Overlay Visualization of Keyword Evolution in Development Administration Research 

Figure 3 presents an overlay visualization generated using VOSviewer, illustrating the 

temporal evolution of keywords in development administration research. In this visualization, the 

color gradient represents the average publication year of each keyword, ranging from earlier 

studies (blue and dark green tones) to more recent studies (yellow tones). The size of each node 

indicates the frequency of keyword occurrence, while the links between nodes represent the 

strength of their co-occurrence relationships. The keyword “governance” appears as a central and 

consistently relevant theme across different time periods, indicating its enduring importance in the 

field. This suggests that governance continues to serve as a foundational concept connecting both 

traditional and emerging research areas in development administration. 

In the earlier phase of research, represented by blue and green colors, the dominant 

keywords include “public administration,” “government,” “implementation,” “economic 

development,” and “participation.” These themes reflect the classical orientation of development 

administration, which primarily focused on institutional roles, policy execution, and socio-
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economic development issues. The strong interconnections among these keywords indicate a 

mature and well-established research foundation. Additionally, the presence of terms such as 

“poverty,” “human development,” and “infrastructure” highlights the emphasis on addressing 

fundamental development challenges in earlier studies, particularly within the context of 

developing countries. 

In contrast, more recent research trends, indicated by yellow and light-green colors, show 

a growing emphasis on keywords such as “bibliometric analysis,” “publication,” “research trend,” 

“collaboration,” and “SDGs.” These emerging themes reflect a shift toward data-driven analysis, 

global research collaboration, and sustainability-oriented governance. The appearance of terms 

such as “innovation,” “digital transformation,” and “future research direction” further indicates the 

evolving nature of the field toward more adaptive and forward-looking approaches. The gradual 

transition of colors from blue to yellow across the network demonstrates the dynamic progression 

of development administration research, highlighting how traditional governance concepts are 

increasingly integrated with modern analytical methods and sustainability frameworks. 

 

Figure 4 Density Visualization of Keyword Distribution in Development Administration Research 



Musdalifa 

 

Meraja Journal                             Vol.9,No.1,2026                                       Page | 136  

 

Figure 4 presents a density visualization generated using VOSviewer, illustrating the 

intensity and concentration of keyword occurrences in development administration research. In 

this visualization, color gradients represent the frequency and prominence of keywords, where 

bright yellow areas indicate high-density regions (frequently occurring and highly connected 

keywords), while green to blue areas represent lower-density regions. The keyword “governance” 

appears as the most prominent and concentrated node, highlighted in bright yellow, indicating its 

dominant role in the research landscape. This suggests that governance remains the central theme 

connecting various dimensions of development administration studies. 

The high density cluster surrounding “governance” also includes keywords such as “public 

administration,” “government,” “implementation,” and “economic development.” These terms 

form the core foundation of traditional development administration research, emphasizing 

institutional roles, policy execution, and socio-economic development. The concentration of these 

keywords in warm colors (yellow and light green) indicates their strong influence and frequent 

occurrence in the literature. This pattern reflects the maturity and stability of classical research 

themes, which continue to play a significant role in shaping the field. 

On the right side of the visualization, another high-density area emerges around the 

keyword “bibliometric analysis,” along with related terms such as “publication,” “research trend,” 

and “collaboration.” Although slightly less dense than the governance cluster, this area highlights 

the growing importance of meta-analysis and data-driven research approaches in recent years. 

Meanwhile, keywords such as “SDGs,” “innovation,” and “future research direction” appear in 

moderate-density regions, indicating emerging but increasingly relevant topics. Overall, the 

density visualization demonstrates a balanced pattern between well-established foundational 

themes and rapidly developing research areas, reflecting both continuity and evolution in 

development administration research. 

 Discussion 

The findings of this study demonstrate that development administration research has 

evolved significantly over time, reflecting both continuity and transformation in its core themes. 

The dominance of keywords such as “governance,” “public administration,” and “policy 
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implementation” indicates that the field remains strongly rooted in its classical foundations. These 

themes emphasize the central role of government institutions in managing development processes 

and delivering public services. At the same time, their strong interconnections suggest that 

traditional administrative concepts continue to provide a theoretical backbone for contemporary 

research. This continuity highlights the enduring relevance of governance as a fundamental pillar 

in development administration studies. 

However, the results also reveal a clear shift toward more dynamic and interdisciplinary 

approaches. Emerging themes such as “digital governance,” “innovation,” “sustainability,” and 

“SDGs” indicate that development administration is increasingly influenced by global challenges 

and technological advancements. This shift reflects the need for governments to adapt to rapidly 

changing environments, including digital transformation and sustainability demands. The 

integration of these themes into the research landscape suggests that development administration 

is no longer confined to bureaucratic structures but is expanding toward more flexible, inclusive, 

and technology-driven governance models. 

The presence of strong connections between traditional and emerging clusters suggests an 

ongoing process of integration rather than replacement. Concepts such as “collaborative 

governance,” “public sector innovation,” and “data-driven decision-making” act as bridges linking 

classical administrative approaches with modern practices. This indicates that the evolution of 

development administration is characterized by the adaptation and refinement of existing 

frameworks rather than a complete paradigm shift. As a result, future research is likely to focus on 

hybrid models that combine institutional stability with technological innovation and stakeholder 

collaboration. 

The bibliometric analysis also highlights the growing importance of methodological 

approaches, particularly the use of “bibliometric analysis,” “research trends,” and “scientific 

mapping.” This indicates an increasing awareness among scholars of the need to systematically 

evaluate and synthesize existing knowledge. The rise of these methodological themes reflects a 

maturing research field that seeks to better understand its own development and direction. 

Additionally, the increasing focus on global collaboration and international research networks 

suggests that development administration is becoming more interconnected and globally oriented. 
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The discussion underscores that development administration research is undergoing a 

transformative phase driven by digitalization, sustainability, and global governance challenges. 

While the field maintains its foundational emphasis on governance and public administration, it is 

simultaneously embracing new perspectives that enhance its relevance in the modern era. These 

findings provide important implications for both academics and policymakers, emphasizing the 

need to integrate traditional administrative principles with emerging innovations. Future research 

should therefore explore the intersection of governance, technology, and sustainability to support 

more effective and inclusive development outcomes. 

D. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

 Conclusion 

This study provides a comprehensive overview of the development administration research 

landscape through a bibliometric approach, highlighting both its foundational stability and 

evolving dynamics. The findings confirm that core themes such as governance, public 

administration, and policy implementation remain central to the field, demonstrating their enduring 

relevance in shaping development discourse. At the same time, the emergence of new themes such 

as digital governance, sustainability, and innovation reflects a significant shift toward more 

adaptive, technology-driven, and globally oriented approaches. The integration of these traditional 

and contemporary perspectives indicates that development administration continues to evolve in 

response to complex global challenges. 

Furthermore, the study emphasizes the importance of bibliometric analysis in identifying 

research trends, collaboration networks, and emerging agendas within public sector governance. 

The results suggest that future research should focus on strengthening the integration between 

governance frameworks and technological advancements, particularly in areas such as data-driven 

decision-making and smart governance. In addition, greater attention should be given to 

sustainability and inclusive development to ensure balanced and equitable outcomes. Overall, this 

study contributes to the advancement of knowledge in development administration and provides 

valuable insights for academics, researchers, and policymakers in shaping future research 

directions. 
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 Suggestions 

Based on the findings of this study, future research in development administration should 

place greater emphasis on integrating traditional governance frameworks with emerging 

technological innovations. Researchers are encouraged to explore topics such as digital 

governance, e-government, and data-driven policymaking to enhance the effectiveness and 

efficiency of public service delivery. In addition, expanding the scope of research to include 

interdisciplinary perspectives such as economics, information technology, and environmental 

studies will provide a more comprehensive understanding of development challenges. 

Strengthening the use of advanced bibliometric tools and methodologies is also recommended to 

ensure more robust and systematic analysis of research trends. 

For policymakers and practitioners, it is essential to adopt more adaptive and collaborative 

governance approaches that align with current global developments, particularly in achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Governments should promote innovation, transparency, 

and stakeholder participation in the policy-making process to improve development outcomes. 

Furthermore, increasing investment in research collaboration, both nationally and internationally, 

can help bridge knowledge gaps and foster the exchange of best practices. By aligning academic 

research with practical policy needs, development administration can contribute more effectively 

to sustainable and inclusive development. 
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